Malcolm Gladwell's (2000) bestseller, The Tipping Point, is "the biography of an idea, and the idea is very simple. It is that the best way to understand the emergence" (p. 7) and spread of ideas and products is to consider them epidemics. Epidemics can cocreate transformations. Transformations arise with ideas that are spread by explicit-tacit messages about the value of something. A transformation about the idea of unique nursing knowledge requires an epidemic to provide congruence within the discipline.
taught in the courses is oriented toward passing the examination, which tests minimal knowledge that is couched in medical terms. In most of these academic programs, the medical model is the basis for the education of nurses, and, thus, nursing's unique knowledge is subjugated and diminished. A review of the basic textbooks used in nursing programs demonstrates that the emphasis is not on specific nursing knowledge.
The salespersons in the discipline of nursing are those persons who know how to package nursing knowledge, and this also varies in relation to just what is unique about it. The salespersons are the persuaders, such as publishers, conference promoters, authors, editors of journals, entrepreneurs who fund projects and events, and national and international granting agencies. In nursing, sometimes the connectors, the mavens, and the salespersons moving an idea or product are the same people, yet the context and content of the message is often confusing.
If the view of nursing knowledge as that which is embedded in the extant frameworks and theories were spread by nursing connectors, mavens, and salespersons, there would be a tipping point that would foster transformation of the methods of theory development, research, education, practice, and administration to bring to light congruence in the discipline. This, then, is a call for nurse connectors, mavens, and salespersons to take up the challenge to create an epidemic to bring to a tipping point a transformation that provides congruence in answer to the question, what is unique nursing knowledge?
